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ship. For an exception to the provi-
sions of this paragraph, see ‘‘Rules and
Regulations Covering Navigation of the
Panama Canal and Adjacent Waters,’’
which directs that the pilot assigned to
a vessel in those waters shall have con-
trol of the navigation and movement of
the vessel. Also see the provisions of
these regulations concerning the navi-
gation of ships at a naval shipyard or
station, or in entering or leaving dry-
dock.

§ 700.755 Safe navigation and regula-
tions governing operation of ships
and aircraft.

(a) The commanding officer is re-
sponsible for the safe navigation of his
ship or aircraft except as prescribed
otherwise in these regulations for ships
at a naval shipyard or station in dry-
dock, or in the Panama Canal. In time
of war or armed conflict, or in exer-
cises simulating war or armed conflict,
competent authority may modify the
use of lights or other safeguards re-
quired by law to prevent collisions at
sea, in port, or in the air. In exercises,
such modifications will be employed
only when ships or aircraft clearly will
not be hazarded.

(b) Professional standards and regu-
lations governing ship handling, safe
navigation, safe anchoring and related
operational matters shall be promul-
gated by the Chief of Naval Operations.

(c) Professional standards and regula-
tions governing the operation of naval
aircraft and related matters shall be
promulgated by the Chief of Naval Op-
erations or the Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps as appropriate.

§ 700.756 Duties of the prospective
commanding officer of a ship.

(a) Except as may be prescribed by
the Chief of Naval Operations, the pro-
spective commanding officer of a ship
not yet commissioned shall have no
independent authority over the prepa-
ration of the ship for service by virtue
of his assignment to such duty, until
the ship is commissioned and trans-
ferred to his command. As the prospec-
tive commanding officer, he shall:

(1) Procure from the commander of
the naval shipyard or the supervisor of
shipbuilding the general arrangement

plans of the ship, and all the pertinent
information relative to the general
condition of the ship and the work
being undertaken on the hull, machin-
ery, and equipment, upon reporting for
duty.

(2) Inspect the ship as soon after re-
porting for duty as practicable, and fre-
quently thereafter, in order to keep
himself informed of the state of her
preparation for service. If, during the
course of these inspections, he notes an
unsafe or potentially unsafe condition,
he shall report such condition to the
commander of the naval shipyard or
the supervisor of shipbuilding and to
his superior for resolution.

(3) Keep himself informed as to the
progress of the work being done, in-
cluding tests of equipment, and make
such recommendations to the com-
mander of the naval shipyard or the su-
pervisor of shipbuilding as he deems
appropriate.

(4) Ensure that requisitions are sub-
mitted for articles to outfit the ship
which are not otherwise being pro-
vided.

(5) Prepare the organization of the
ship.

(6) Make such reports as may be re-
quired by higher authority, and include
therein a statement of any deficiency
in material or personnel.

(b) If the prospective commanding of-
ficer does not consider the ship in prop-
er condition to be commissioned at the
time the commander of the naval ship-
yard or the supervisor of shipbuilding
signifies his intention of transferring
the ship to him, he shall report that
conclusion with his reasons therefor, in
writing, to the commander of the naval
shipyard or the supervisor of ship-
building and to the appropriate higher
authority.

(c) If the ship is elsewhere than at a
naval shipyard, the relationship be-
tween the prospective commanding of-
ficer and the supervisor of ship-
building, or other appropriate official,
shall be the same as that between the
prospective commanding officer and
the commander of a naval shipyard as
specified in this article.
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